
     



 

         



 

 

Welcome 

 

The Boston Center for Independent Living welcomes you to our 25th annual 
BCIL Marie Feltin Award Ceremony. This event celebrates Marie’s life by 
honoring people and organizations whose work exemplifies the spirit, 
commitment, and innovation that she brought to her work and the 
communities that she served. 
 
This year’s awardees are remarkable. Dr. Thea James is an unwavering 
interrogator of the status quo.  Howard Trachtman is a champion for peer 
services, self-determination, and independence for persons with mental 
illness. And Jim Wice is a dedicated disability advocate for adaptive sports and 
access to higher education and jobs. 
 
A feature of tonight’s ceremony is the film that speaks to Dr. Marie Feltin’s 
noteworthy life. It links Marie’s legacy to the disability rights work in which 
BCIL is involved. We offer a special thanks to all who were involved in the 
production of this film, including producer Mike Kligerman. We also recognize 
the contributions of PCAs and essential workers over the past year in the 
battle against Covid-19 with comments delivered by 1199SEIU member Milka 
Exantus. 
 
The evening would not be possible without our sponsors, including host 
sponsor Commonwealth Care Alliance, and the commitment of Dr. Robert 
Master, who gives so much to this event and has given so much to disability 
rights and innovative health care. We also want to thank national disability 
activist and author Alice Wong and BCIL staff members Cecilia Nunez and 
Jessica Podesva for their discussion examining the direction of disability rights 
and considering, among other things, the role of antiracism in disability rights 
and services. 
 
The staff and board of BCIL thank everyone for your support and for honoring 
those whose work embodies the spirit of Marie Feltin. 
 

Boston Center for Independent Living 
617-338-6665 (voice), 617-338-6662 (TTY) 
866-338-8085 (toll free) 
60 Temple Place, 5th floor, Boston, MA 02111-1324 www.bostoncil.org 

 

http://www.bostoncil.org/


 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

We congratulate the 
2021 BCIL Marie Feltin Award Honorees 

 
Dr. Thea James 

Howard Trachtman 
Jim Wice 

 
 

600 Technology Center Drive, Stoughton, MA  02072 
Telephone: (877) 479-7577  Fax: (800) 359-2884 

www.tempusunlimited.org 
 

Programs and Services: 
Personal Care Management – Fiscal Intermediary 

Information and Referral/Resources – 
DDS/MRC Supported Living – Adult 

Foster/Family Care – 
DDS/MRC Employment Services – 

Social/Recreation/Therapy – Transportation 
 

http://www.tempusunlimited.org/


 

 

Dr. Marie Feltin 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Marie Feltin found her way to Boston via Montreal and McGill University 
after being born in Nazi-occupied France and christened under an assumed name 
to avoid the terrors of the Holocaust because she was Jewish. She was a product of 
the 1960s and the idealism and flamboyance of that era, having a universal love of 
dance, the flute, piano, and conga drums. Marie’s life was never compartmentalized; 
work, pleasure, family, and friends were interwoven in seamless fashion. What she 
left behind is a direct result of who she was and where she came from in life. 

Marie saw people with disabilities’ strong desire and ability to live independently and 
she viewed “empowerment” as not just an abstract ideological goal but as a practical 
strategy to promote health and function. Marie and her staff returned to home 
visiting to provide medical care, recognizing how difficult it was for many of her 
patients to make the trek to the doctor’s office or to the clinic, and she felt that 
home care broke down the barriers that existed between clinicians and the lives of 
their patients. Marie, according to Dr. Susan Bennett, had a “willingness to take care 
of people who are sick and poor and old, but she did not do that with any sense of it 
elevating herself. She did it with complete humility.” 

Marie was always available for her patients. Her beeper would go off constantly and 
she would always respond quickly but calmly. Jean Masland, director of the long- 



 

 

term care services at East Boston Neighborhood Health Center, sums up the feelings 
of those who knew Marie as a physician: “She really touched patients a lot—I mean 
physically and emotionally. Her patients always wanted to hug her. She liked that.” 
In her personal life and in her work, she was very humble and very spiritual. 

There are many memorials left behind by Marie that withstand the test of time and 
continue her legacy in both the medical field and in life in general. Founder of the 
East Boston Health Center’s Home Care Program, Boston’s Community Medical 
Group, and the Urban Medical Group, she was a modern-day pioneer in providing 
medical care to society’s most neglected and vulnerable populations. She broke down 
barriers that often existed between patient and physician and medical care staff such 
as nurses and nurse practitioners. She saw her job with other medical personnel as a 
task of total devotion with no separation because of job title or function. 

Supported in these endeavors by her husband, Dr. Robert Master, and their children, 
Daniel, Johanne, Steven, Jonas and Sarina, Marie overcame many obstacles to 
attain her goals, though she was unable to overcome the illness that took her from 
us in 1994. The Boston Center for Independent Living is proud to be the sponsor of 
this twenty- fifth annual award ceremony in memory of  Dr. Marie C. Feltin. The 
ceremony is held to carry on the work started by Marie to empower individuals with 
disabilities to take control of their lives and live independently. 

 
 



 

 

 

   



 

 

Sponsors 
BCIL gratefully acknowledges the support of the following organizations 
and individuals. Without their support, this event would not be possible. 

 
HOST 

Commonwealth Care Alliance 

PLATINUM 
Boston Medical Center 
Mass General Brigham 

Tempus Unlimited  
Kate & Phil Villers 

GOLD 
1199SEIU 

Disability Resource Center 
Steve Rosenfeld & Margot Botsford 

 
SILVER 

Dr. Lisa Iezzoni & Dr. Reed Drews 
Seniorlink 

Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital 
Technical Assistance Collaborative 
United Healthcare Community Plan 

 
BRONZE 

Community Care Cooperative 
Disability Law Center 

 Disability Policy Consortium 
Health Management Associates 

Institute for Community Inclusion 
Jay Cooke III 

Metrowest Center for 
Independent Living 

 
BCIL FUNDING PARTNER 

United Way 

 
INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS 

Laura Brelsford 
Joe Bellil & Linda Long-Bellil 
Bill Henning & Marie Herb 

Matt Hoffman 
Dianna Hu 

Patrick King  
Henry Korman 
Jean Masland 

Dr. Robert Master 
John E. McDonough 

Michael Muehe & Amy Battisti-Ashé 
Erik Nordahl 
Pam Rogers 

 
CORPORATE 

Administrative Business Services 
Advocates 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Easter Seals of Massachusetts 

Lurie Institute for Disability Policy 
Vinfen 



 

 

BCIL Marie Feltin Award 
 

BCIL Marie Feltin Award Ceremony 
 

honors individuals and institutions embodying the pioneering spirit 
of the late Dr. Marie Feltin, who died in 1994 at the height of her 
power as a doctor and advocate for disabled and chronically ill 

patients. A founder of the Boston Community Medical Group, the 
Urban Medical Group, and the East Boston Health Center Homecare 

Program, Marie focused on serving neglected and vulnerable 
populations. Her hands-on care and the medical institutions she 

created empowered patients to become actively involved in their care 
as a critical means to bettering their health. 

 
Criteria 

To those persons and organizations who best exemplify the 
commitment to empower individuals with disabilities to live 

independently either 
through their work, professional affiliations, advocacy in the 

community or volunteer involvement. 
Or 

To those persons and organizations who through their work have 
demystified medical care and enhanced personalized medical 

services to individuals 
with disabilities. 

 
Recipients 

 
Dr. Thea James – Unwavering interrogator of the status quo 

 
Howard Trachtman – Champion for peer services, self-

determination, and independence for persons with mental illness 
 

Jim Wice – Lifelong disability advocate for adaptive sports and 
access to higher education and jobs 



 

 

Program 
 
Welcome 
Dianna Hu – Chairperson, BCIL Board of Trustees 
Bill Henning – Executive Director 
 
BCIL During the Pandemic  
Bill Henning 
    
Moment of Silence for Those Lost to Covid 
 
Recognition of PCAs and Essential Workers 
Milka Exantus – 1199SEIU member and PCA 
 
Introduction to the Marie Feltin Film 
Dianna Hu 
 
Conferring of Awards - Dianna Hu 
Jim Wice 
Dr. Thea James 
Howard Trachtman 
 
Keynote Speakers 
Introduction by Dianna Hu 
 
The direction of disability rights and services and the role of 
antiracism. 
 
Alice Wong – National disability rights author and activist 
Cecilia Nunez – BCIL Pre-Employment Transition Services  

   Facilitator (English/Español) 
Jessica Podesva., J.D. – BCIL Community Organizer 
 
Concluding Remarks 
Dr. Robert Master 
 



 

 

Alice Wong 
 
Alice Wong (she/her) is a disabled activist, 
media maker, and consultant. She is the 
founder and director of the Disability 
Visibility Project, a community partnership 
with StoryCorps and an online community 
dedicated to creating, sharing, and amplifying 
disability media and culture created in 2014. 
Alice is also a co-partner in four projects: 
DisabledWriters.com, a resource to help 
editors connect with disabled writers and 
journalists, #CripLit, a series of Twitter chats for disabled writers with 
novelist Nicola Griffith, #CripTheVote, a nonpartisan online movement 
encouraging the political participation of disabled people with co-partners 
Andrew Pulrang and Gregg Beratan, and Access Is Love with co-partners 
Mia Mingus and Sandy Ho, a campaign that aims to help build a world 
where accessibility is understood as an act of love instead of a burden or an 
afterthought. 
 
Alice’s areas of interest are popular culture, media, politics, disability 
representation, Medicaid policies and programs, storytelling, social media, 
and activism. 
 
She has been published in the New York Times, Vox, PEN America, 
Catalyst, Syndicate Network, Uncanny Magazine, Curbed SF, Eater, Bitch 
Media, Teen Vogue, Transom, Making Contact Radio & Rooted in Rights. 
 
Her activism and work has been featured in the CNN original series United 
Shades of America (Season 3, Episode 4), Huffington Post, WNYC’s 
Death, Sex, and Money podcast, KQED’s Truth Be Told podcast, Wired, 
The Hill, Autostraddle, Werk It: The Podcast, WNYC, The Guardian, Roll 
Call, WBUR radio, Al Jazeera, Teen Vogue, Bitch Media, Rewire, Vice, 
Esquire, CNET, and Buzzfeed. 
 
In 1997 she graduated with degrees in English and Sociology from Indiana 
University at Indianapolis. She has a MS in Medical Sociology and worked 
at the University of California, San Francisco as a Staff Research Associate 
for over 10 years. During that time, she worked on various qualitative 
research projects and co-authored online curricula for the Community 
Living Policy Center, a Rehabilitation Research and Training Center 
funded by the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 



 

 

Rehabilitation Research. 
 
Recognized for her service to the community and activism at the local and 
national level, Alice received the Beacon Award by the San Francisco 
Mayor’s Disability Council in 2010 and the Disability Service Award by 
the University of California, San Francisco in 2011. From 2013 to 2015 
Alice served as a member of the National Council on Disability, an 
appointment by President Barack Obama. Alice is the recipient of the 2016 
AAPD Paul G. Hearne Leadership Award, an award for emerging leaders 
with disabilities who exemplify leadership, advocacy, and dedication to the 
broader cross-disability community. 
 
Recently, Alice launched the Disability Visibility podcast in September 
2017 and self-published Resistance and Hope: Essays by Disabled People 
in October 2018. 
 
In 2018 Alice was featured in the Bitch 50, a list recognizing the most 
impactful creators, artists, and activists in pop culture influential feminists 
by Bitch Media and Colorline’s 20 X 20, as a group of transformative 
leaders reimagining what it means to advance racial justice. 
 
In 2020 Alice was named by Time Magazine as one of 16 people fighting 
for equality in America. Alice published and edited #ADA30InColor, a 
series of essays by disabled people of color in July. Alice was featured with 
multiple activists on the cover of British Vogue’s September issue. For the 
Pop Culture Collaborative, she guest edited Break the Story Volume IV: 
Disability Visibility, a snapshot of disability culture. Along with 19 other 
disabled artists, Alice was named a Disability Futures fellow, a grant by the 
Ford Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Alice also 
received Indiana University Bicentennial Medal for her contributions to 
disability justice and broadening the reach of IU around the world.  
 
In 2021, she was named a changemaker by Marie Claire magazine. 
 
Currently, Alice is the editor of Disability Visibility: First-Person Stories 
from the Twenty-First Century, an anthology of essays by disabled people, 
available now by Vintage Books (2020) and working on her upcoming 
memoir, Year of the Tiger, available in 2022. 
 
She also works as an independent research consultant as part of her side 
hustle. 
 
You can find her on Twitter: @SFdirewolf.



 

 

 
 



 

 

Honoree 
 

Howard Trachtman 
 

Howard Trachtman serves as a Certified 
Peer Specialist, a Certified Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation Practitioner and a Certified 
Older Adult Peer Specialist. 
 
He is the co-founder and on the executive 
team of both the Metro Boston Recovery 
Learning Community and the Southeast 
Recovery Learning Community. He is also 
the co-founder and President Emeritus of 
the NAMI Greater Boston Peer Support and 
Advocacy Network. He took over as leader 

of Opening Doors to the Arts (ODA) 2007. ODA helps peers receive free 
and reduced-price tickets to concerts, theatre and more. 
 
Howard states that he is person-first. He enjoys social activities and seeing 
his many friends for meals, movies, theatre, concerts and more. He also 
loves to listen to classic rock, read, play chess and dance. 
 
Howard's personal experience with receiving many forms of mental health 
treatment has led him to become a strong advocate for people labeled with 
psychiatric illnesses.  He has served on many mental health related boards 
and committees, frequently serving as President or Co-Chair.  He has been  
the chair of the PAIMI (Protection & Advocacy for Individuals with 
Mental Illness), Disability Law Center Board, the MBHP Consumer 
Advisory Council, Center Club Advisory Board, Department of Mental 
Health State Mental Health Planning Council, DMH Metro Suburban Area 
Board, M-POWER, DMH Restraint and Seclusion Subcommittees, NAMI 
Massachusetts board of directors, Massachusetts Representative to NAMI 
Peer Leadership Council and chair of NAMI Peer Leadership Council 
Advocacy Committee.   



 

 

 

 
He is also a frequent presenter 
nationally and locally, on 
topics including restraint and 
seclusion, growth of peer-run 
programs, managed care, 
entrepreneurship, warmlines 
and solitary confinement. 
 
Howard attended MIT and graduated with honors from Northeastern 
University with a degree in Business Administration/Management 
Information Systems. In 2003, he was awarded a Commissioner's award 
from the Department of Mental Health for his work on Recovery and 
Rehabilitation and also was the NAMI Massachusetts Consumer of the 
Year.  In 2005, Howard received the Advocate of the Year award from 
NAMI Greater Boston CAN (Consumer Affiliate/Advocacy Network.) In 
2008 he was honored with the Ken Steele award from the NAMI National 
Consumer Council. He received the Isaiah Uliss Advocate Award from the 
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association in 2016. He also has been 
recognized by awards from the Mental Health Legal Advisors Committee, 
the Edinburg Center, Boston Medical Center, MBHP, and Jewish 
Vocational Services. 
 
Howard is the lead author of the chapter "Peer 
and Consumer Involvement in the Psychiatric 
Emergency Service" in the textbook "Emergency 
Psychiatry Principles and Practice." He is also the 
co-author of "From Within: A Consumer 
Perspective on Psychiatric Hospitals", a chapter 
published in the Textbook of Hospital Psychiatry. 
 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
     

 



 

 

Honoree 
 

Jim Wice 
 
Jim Wice has advised, 
ensured accommodations, 
and advocated for thousands 
of students with disabilities, 
staff, and faculty. From his 
start at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst in 
1985, through his work at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Boston and now for the past 20 years at Wellesley College, he has 
promoted access and universal design and helped create a more welcoming 
environment for those with disabilities. He has promoted internships and 
employment access to help many obtain worthwhile jobs. Additionally, he 
has developed a passion for adaptive sports and recreation which he has 
pursued through the Boston Brakers, a power wheelchair soccer team he 
helped to create. 
 
As many of us find, his career path did not necessarily follow directly from 
his undergraduate degree which was in mechanical engineering. He was 
fortunate to take on an interim role as assistant director in what was then 
called Handicapped Student Affairs at UMass Amherst. He found himself 
taking graduate counseling classes and discovering the benefit of helping 
others. This newfound interest led him to roles as assistant director and 
then director of what was then called the Disabled Student Center (DSC) at  
UMass Boston. Completing his master's degree in rehabilitation counseling 
while working full-time further provided him with the tools to assist many 
students and renaming/reconfiguring the DSC to the Ross Center for 
Disability Services. Throughout this work he also pursued a passion with 
his students to promote internships and work experience,  having found 



 

 

from his own personal experience that this was the best route towards 
employment after graduation. 
 
Jim also pursued his interest in employment and disability by working as a 
vocational rehabilitation counselor/employment services specialist at 
Boston Career Link, a one-stop career center. His first year he was 
recognized as having placed more Massachusetts Rehabilitation 
Commission (MRC) consumers than any other one-stop career center in the 
state. Early on, he 
became a member of the 
MRC Greater Boston 
Employer Advisory 
Board, a role in which he 
continues. 
 
His bio would not be 
complete without 
acknowledging his role 
as a board member at Boston Self-Help Center (BSHC) and BCIL. Anyone 
meeting Jim for the first time will invariably hear about power wheelchair 
soccer with the Boston Brakers, which BSHC supports, and his passion to 
explore other adaptive sports and recreation. On the BCIL board, he serves 
on the finance committee and joins advocacy activities, most notably being 
part of a successful class-action lawsuit resulting in electronic voting for 
individuals with disabilities. 
 
Jim's lifelong work with and support of individuals with disabilities, 
especially in the areas of higher education, employment and adaptive sports 
and recreation, make him a most worthy recipient of the Marie Feltin 
award. 



 

  

  
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

Independence Associates congratulates the 
recipients of the 2021 Marie Feltin Awards. 

Serving consumers in 31 communities in Southeastern 
MA from our office located at 

100 Laurel Street 

East Bridgewater MA 02333 

508-583-2166 or 800-649-

5568 

On the web @ www.iacil.org 
Independence Associates promotes the right of people with disabilities to 

live independently in the community 

http://www.iacil.org/


 

 

 

Honoree 
 

Dr. Thea James 
 

Thea James, MD, is Vice President of 
Mission and Associate Chief Medical Officer 
at Boston Medical Center. She is an 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine 
at Boston University School of Medicine. 
 
As Vice President of Mission Dr. James has 
primary responsibility for coordinating and 
maximizing BMC’s relationships and 
strategic alliances with a range of local, state 
and national organizations including 

community agencies, housing advocates, and others that partner with 
BMC. The goal is to foster innovative and effective new models of care 
that are essential for patients and communities to thrive, such as 
economic mobility. Integrating upstream interventions into BMC’s 
clinical care models are critical to achieving equity and health in the 
broadest sense. 
 
Dr. James served on the Massachusetts Board of Registration in 
Medicine from 2009-2012, where she served as chair of the Licensing 
Committee. She was 2008 awardee of Boston Public Health 
Commission’s Mulligan Award for public service, and a 2012 recipient 
of the Suffolk County District Attorney’s Role Model Award. She 
received The Boston Business Journal’s Healthcare Hero award in 2012 
& 2015. She was the 2014 recipient of the Schwartz Center 
Compassionate Care Award. The Boston Chamber of Commerce 
awarded Dr. James with the Pinnacle Award in 2015, which honors 
women in business and the professions. She was a 2019 Massachusetts 
Public Health Association Health Equity Champion. In 2020 Dr. James 
received the American College of Emergency Medicine Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Also, in 2020, The History Project presented her 
with a History Maker Award. Dr. James recently received the inaugural 
2020 Thea James Social Emergency Medicine Award from the 
American College of Emergency Physicians.  



 

 

 
Dr. James’ passion is in 
Public Health both 
domestically and 
globally. For many years 
she and colleagues 
partnered with local 
partners in Haiti, and 
Africa, to conduct 
sustainable projects. She 
is a member of the Board 
of Directors of Equal Health. Equal Health works with local partners in 
Haiti to create strong, sustainable medical and nursing education 
systems. 
 
Dr. James served as a Supervising Medical Officer on the Boston 
Disaster Medical Assistance Team (MA-1 DMAT), under the 
Department of Health and Human Services. She has deployed to post 
9/11 in NYC, Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans in 2005, Bam, Iran after 
the 2003 earthquake, and Port-Au-
Prince, Haiti after the earthquake of 
2010. Dr. James traveled to Haiti 
with MA-1 DMAT one day after the 
2010 earthquake.  
 
A graduate of Georgetown University 
School of Medicine, James trained in 
Emergency Medicine at Boston City 
Hospital, where she was a chief 
resident. 



 

 

 
   

   

    
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
    



 

 

      

 
      
 

     



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

      



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Past BCIL Marie Feltin Award Winners 
 
 

1995 
Charlie Carr 

Mary Glover, RNP 
Dennis Heaphy 

 
1996 

Brenda Clark 
Paul J. Corcoran, M.D. 
Allan R. Meyers, Ph.D 

 
1997 

Sybil Feldman 
Margaret McKenna, M.D. 

James Tierney 
 

1998 
East Boston 

Neighborhood Health Center 
Matthew L. Florence 

Karen Nurt 
 

2000 
Allen Crocker, M.D. 
Sharon Glassman 

Betsy Laitinen 
 

2001 
Bill Henning 

Joanne Mitchell, M.D. 
David Perini 

 
2003 

Peter Cronis 
Peter Laitinen 

Latin American Health Institute 
Kate Villers 

 
2004 

Susan Epstein 
Sergio Goncalves 

Tom Perry 
Spaulding Rehabilitation 

Hospital 

2005 
Jack Grieco 

James W. Hunt, Jr. 
Dr. Judith S. Palfrey 

 
2006 

Frederick Fay, Ph.D 
Dr. Nedda Hobbs 

Tufts Dental Facility 
 

2007 
Joanne Daniels-Finegold 
Lisa Iezzoni, M.D., MSc 

Linda Long-Bellil 
 

2008 
Institute for Community 

Inclusion 
Jim Marzilli 

Karen Schneiderman 
 

2009 
Mary Lou Maloney 
Courtland Townes III 

1199 SEIU, United Healthcare 
Workers East 

 
2010 

Paul Kahn 
Steve Rosenfeld 
Paul Spooner 

 
2011 

Michael Muehe 
Ann O’Hara 

MacArthur Williams, Jr. 
 

2012 
Stan Eichner 
Elmer Bartels 

Institute for Human Centered 
Design and Valerie Fletcher 

2013 
Christine Griffin 
Florette Willis 
Rob Restuccia 

 
2014 

Joe Bellil 
Kristen McCosh 

Massachusetts Senior Action 
Council 

 
2015 

Laura P. Brelsford 
Jean Flatley McGuire, Ph.D 

Lisa Sloane 
 

2016 
Kate Nordahl 
Neil Cronin 

Peggy Johnson and Lauren 
Easton 

 
2017 

Jeffrey A. Keilson 
Robin Callahan 

Disability Policy Consortium 
 

2018 
Taramattie Doucette 

Chris Hart 
Linda Landry 

 
2019 

Catherine Hardaway 
Nancy Lorenz 

John Ruiz 
 

2020 
Mala Rafik 

Darryl K.Williams 
          Shirley Simmons 

 Zari Amirhosseini 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

         



 

 

                                                                      

 
BCIL’s Work and Mission 
 
BCIL, as stated in our mission statement, “is a frontline civil rights organization 
led by people with disabilities that advocates to eliminate discrimination, isolation, 
and segregation.” 
 
Annually the organization provides services to over 5,000 persons in Greater 
Boston, assisting with concerns on housing, health care, PCAs, transportation, 
education, employment, and much more. We have a constant presence, as well, in 
systemic advocacy for affordable and accessible housing, ADA compliance in 
public spaces and the MBTA, and quality health care, notably for those on 
MassHealth/Medicaid. In early summer we will be opening a BCIL satellite office 
in the Fields Corner neighborhood of Boston. 
 
During the pandemic we joined with our allies to speak loudly for access for 
people with disabilities to PPE, vaccines, and medical care. We are now 
proclaiming ever more the need for more community-based services to help stem 
people’s placement in nursing homes, where Covid wreaked a horrendous toll. 
 
In response to the country’s greater understanding of racism’s terrible impact, 
BCIL also has commenced a major effort to connect disability rights with 
antiracism. We issued an organization antiracism statement this past March: 
 
The Boston Center for Independent Living commits to making all aspects of our 
work antiracist, not only because it is just but also because it is necessary to serve 
and represent our community of people with disabilities. We commit to 
purposefully identifying, discussing, and challenging issues of race and ethnicity to 
address the impact they have on our organization, our work, and our people. 
Moreover, we will add our voice and advocacy to similar antiracist efforts in our 
community. 
 
For more information on BCIL go to www.bostoncil.org.  

http://www.bostoncil.org/
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