VISITING INTERNATIONAL
DELEGATIONS
BCIL hosted delegations from Russia, Japan, Kenya,
Uzbekistan, and New Zealand, sharing insights on
independent living and learning about disability rights
successes and challenges in other countries.
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ASSETS
Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Investments
Accounts Receivable – Third Parties
Accounts Receivable – Contracts
Accounts Receivable – Other
Prepaid Expenses & Deposits
Property and Equipment, Net
TOTAL ASSETS

Advocacy, Service, Action!
$940,343
$343,226
$550,758
$141,191
$17,450
$54,824
$117,390

ANNUAL REPORT 2017
MEETING THE CHALLENGE!
The Boston Center for Independent Living engaged in
essential, spirited advocacy in 2017 and again provided
high-quality services, advancing the cause of independence
for thousands of people with disabilities in Greater Boston
and across the state.

$2,165,182

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Accounts Payable
Accrued Expenses

$241,050
$293,820

TOTAL LIABILITIES

$534,870

Net Assets
Unrestricted:
Available for Operations
Board Designated
Net Investment in Property & Equipment

$1,178,719
$238,985
$117,390

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

$1,535,094

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED

$95,218

TOTAL NET ASSETS

$1,630,312

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$2,165,182

How to Connect to BCIL:

Donations & Dues
A donation to BCIL helps us to annually provide
services to over 4,000 people with disabilities and
advocate on housing, health care, PCA services,
ADA compliance, employment and more. As a
cross-disability organization that works with any
person who identifies with a disability and charges
no fees, BCIL relies on the generosity of members,
corporations, foundations, and individuals to
support the independence of people with disabilities
in Greater Boston.

60 Temple Place, 5th Floor
Boston, MA 02111-1324

YES! Here are my $20 dues to become a member.
Name _____________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________________
State _________________________ Zip _________________________

Aligning with groups such as ADAPT, Community Catalyst, and Health Care for All, BCIL members spoke out
loud and clear for Medicaid at events in Boston, Washington DC, Maine (at the office of Senator Susan Collins), and
Providence, RI (when the Vice President was in town), and
via calls, emails, letters, and tweets. In many ways the faces
that most captured the vital importance of Medicaid were
those of people with disabilities, and for sure BCIL was a
part of this critical picture.

Advocates’ intensity on healthcare also carried over to
advocacy for The Ride. We again partnered with Mass
Senior Action and the Baystate Council of the Blind to
stop proposed cuts to Ride services, the paratransit service
used by over 57,000 disabled and elderly people in eastern
Massachusetts. Our members gave powerful testimony
during heated public meetings at the T in the early spring,
eventually establishing improved working relationships with
MBTA officials as service cuts were staved off.
(article continues on next page)

Email _____________________________________________________

Please charge my:
		

Visa

Mastercard

Discover

American Express

Card number _______________________________________________
Exp. date _____________________________________ CSC__________

(617) 338-6661 (fax)
www.BostonCIL.org
@Bostoncil
Facebook.com/BostonCIL

YES! Here is my $ _____ contribution to BCIL.

Staff member Cohetta Ductan at march of Natl. Council on IL in July in
Washington, DC.

Enclosed is my tax-deductible check payable to BCIL.

617-338-6665 (Main)
617-338-6662 (TTY)
866-338-8085 (toll free)
The Boston Center for Independent Living
gratefully acknowledges the support
of the United Way.

During the year, hundreds of thousands of disabled people
across America faced a potential loss of Medicaid. In Massachusetts alone, 1.9 million people are on Medicaid, known
as MassHealth, including 300,000 adults and children with
disabilities. Proposals in Congress would have slashed Medicaid funding while also eliminating coverage as required by
the Affordable Care Act for those with pre-existing conditions. The situation was often dire—and may again be—but
at the forefront of hard-hitting advocacy that fought off cuts
were disability rights activists, including BCIL members.

Signature __________________________________________________
BCIL members after rallying for Medicaid in Boston in June at the
appearance of a Maine Congressman who voted to reduce Medicaid
funding.

Please mail to BCIL, 60 Temple Place, Boston, MA 02111 or visit us at
www.bostoncil.org to make your donation or pay your dues. Thank you!

Dianna Hu speaking on Medicaid in June at Cambridge Hospital with state
Rep. David Rogers, US Senator Ed Markey, state Rep. Denise Provost, & MDs.

Students at employment skills workshop for Transition Internship Program at BCIL.

SUCCESS STORIES

(continued from previous page)

BCIL MISSION
STATEMENT
The Boston Center for
Independent Living is
a frontline civil rights
organization led by people
with disabilities that
advocates to eliminate
discrimination, isolation and
segregation by providing
advocacy, information and
referral, peer support, skills
training, PCA services, and
transitional services in order
to enhance the independence
of people with disabilities.
Over 60% of BCIL’s staff
and board members are
persons with disabilities.

BCIL MANAGERIAL
STAFF
Bill Henning, Executive Director
Courtland Townes III, Deputy
Director/PCA Program Director
Kiet Blakes-Thompson, IL/LTSS
Manager
Shawn Kelley, Director of Human
Resources
Rebecca Munro, Director of
Services

BOARD
Sergio Goncalves, Chair
Linda Landry, Vice Chair
Stacey Zelbow, Treasurer
Jerry Boyd, Clerk
Zary Amirhosseni
Enid Eckstein
Lydia Edwards

We also partnered with CHAPA—the Citizens Housing and Planning Association—and
the Disability Policy Consortium to support the Alternative Housing Voucher Program.
As this report went to print we were notified that approximately 50 new AHVP vouchers would soon be funded for people with disabilities. The acute shortage of affordable
housing has hammered people with disabilities in and around Boston, and access concerns compound this. We worked closely with the City of Boston’s Disability Housing
Task Force, established by Mayor Marty Walsh, and in July a series of steps to increase
accessible units were announced, including requirements that 10% of city-funded projects be accessible, twice the rate mandated by fair housing laws.
BCIL’s direct services staff definitely stepped to the plate to help people address their
individual housing situations. 42 people were assisted to obtain affordable units and
93 were assisted to retain housing in the face of evictions, rent hikes, or placement in
a nursing home. The organization’s youth staff supported over twenty students with
disabilities in paid internships at a dozen distinct job sites, continuing our efforts to
confront employment barriers. The BCIL consumer-directed PCA program again served
over 1,200 people, who used attendants for activities such as dressing, bathing, and
eating, which helped many to avoid institutionalization and many others to go to work.
Advocates also provided vital service coordination for hundreds enrolled in the One
Care program, and information and referral services were provided to approximately
2,000 people.
Thanks, as always, are extended to our members and consumers, whose energy, needs,
and insights inform and drive our work. We greatly appreciate that the Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Massachusetts Foundation, United Way,
Uber, Community Catalyst, the Jeff Thompson
Charitable Fund, Commonwealth Corporation,
the East Boston Savings Bank Foundation, and the
Dana Home Foundation generously support our
service and advocacy work. Invaluable support for
our many independent living services is provided by
the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, the
Executive Office of Elder Affairs, and MassHealth.
BCIL also salutes strong partnerships—including ones mentioned already—with the Disability
BCIL member Olivia Richard at housing rally
Law Center, Greater Boston Legal Services, Sysin Boston in July.
tem Wide Accessibility at the MBTA, 1199SEIU,
MassADAPT, the Commonwealth Care Alliance,
the National Council on Independent Living, the
Boston Area Rape Crisis Center, Tempus Unlimited,
the state’s ten other ILCs, and member agencies of
the Boston, Metro, and Southeastern Massachusetts
Aging and Disability Resource Consortiums.

BCIL Marie Feltin Award Ceremony

HOST
Commonwealth Care Alliance
Partners Health Care

PLATINUM
Eddie Shields & Gerson Silva

Rachel Allen & Jose Torres

Kate & Phil Villers

Erik Gustafson & Scott Forman

GOLD
1199SEIU
Boston Medical Center
Cerebral Palsy of Massachusetts

SILVER

“I found BCIL through a friend and came

“I came to BCIL for help with my housing.

for help with housing, disability benefits,

My current home was not big enough for

“I became connected to BCIL and my
advocate in 2015. Together, we have

and job coaching. I feel like it was the

my supportive medical equipment.

worked on my self-employment PASS plan

best decision I made in my life!

Because of BCIL’s rapport with other

which included my business plan as both a

Working directly with my advocate

agencies, my advocate intervened

composer and musician. He connected me

helped me conduct my housing search

until this was resolved.

to another peer client whom I’ve been in
contact with a few times. I’ve been able

more productively.
BCIL and my advocate are very supportive

to create business opportunities myself to

BCIL is important because they help people

and an agency you want in your life during

perform in various venues around Boston.

with various disabilities regardless of age

crisis. I was kept involved and felt safe,

Additionally, I have had success in writing

or background. Their help made me feel

and was grateful for the home visits.

music, having original music performed

more comfortable talking to people or

BCIL, I am so thankful for your support

and accepted for publication.

about personal matters.”

and that makes me feel good!”

-Eddie Shields

-Rachel Allen

I have learned a great deal from
my advocate. My advocate and I have
built a rapport that is good and
his support is strong.”

-Erik Gustafson

#independentliving

#BostonCIL

#BCILMembers

2017 BCIL Marie Feltin Award winners: Jeff Keilson, John Winske for the Disability
Policy Consortium, and Robin Callahan.

Over 300 people filled the room for the 21st annual BCIL
Marie Feltin Award Ceremony to honor people embodying
the pioneering spirit of the late Dr. Marie Feltin, who was
a powerful advocate for patients with disabilities. Our
remarkable honorees this year included Robin Callahan,
a leader in public service dedicated to advancing access
to quality health care; Jeff Keilson, a lifelong innovator
and champion of self-determination for individuals and
families; and the Disability Policy Consortium, strong
advocates for disability rights fighting under their slogan:
About Us, By Us. The ceremony again benefited from
our great friend, Dr. Robert Master, and our master of
ceremony, Dr. Lisa Iezzoni.

BCIL commends the contributions of immigrants to the work we do, including board chairperson Sergio Goncalves (not
pictured) (Cape Verde) and staff members Keriesha Aiken (Jamaica), Olga Mariona (Honduras), Cohetta Ductan (Haiti),
Gerson Silva (Cape Verde), Marcia Samuels (Jamaica), Noah Zizinga (Uganda), and Jose Torres (Dominican Republic).

Lisa I. Iezzoni
Henry Korman
Frank Traverna

Don Summerfield at MBTA meeting on The
Ride in March.

Bill Henning, Executive Director
Sergio Goncalves, Board Chairperson
November 2017

BRONZE
Beacon Health Options
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center
Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Massachusetts
CeltiCare Health
Community Care Cooperative
Disability Law Center

Disability Policy Consortium
Health Management Associates
Dr. Lisa Iezzoni & Dr. Reed Drews
Massachusetts Rehabilitation
Commission
Metrowest CIL
Seven Hill Foundation
Steve Rosenfeld/Health Care For All

CORPORATE
Administrative Business Services
Community Catalyst
Independent Living Center
of the North Shore and Cape Ann, Inc.
The Lurie Institute for Disability Policy
Mass Senior Action
University of Massachusetts
Medical School

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
Peg McKenna & Paul Feiss
Rob Restuccia & Emily Feinberg
Dean Richlin
Lisa Sloane & Robert Nason
Richard L. Smith II & Susan K. Smith

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

THANK YOU!

Jim Wice

Advocates
Commonwealth Community Care
Planned Lifetime Assistance Network
of Massachusetts & Rhode Island, Inc.
Seniorlink
Technical Assistance Collaborative

Christine Griffin
Bill Henning & Marie Herb
Henry Korman
Dr. Robert J. Master
John E. McDonough

In 2018 we will again meet the challenges that come
our way, empowering individuals and empowering
the disability community to advance independence
and integration.

Dianna Hu

BCIL Feltin Sponsors

BCIL/MassADAPT member Nancy Houghton after protesting planned cuts to
Medicaid at the US Capitol in June.

The 22nd annual BCIL Marie Feltin Award
Ceremony will be held Friday, March 23, 2018 at
the Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel.

